Author’s Foreword:

That Which Is Hateful to you Do Not Do to your Fellowman

A certain person came to Hillel the Elder and asked him to teach him the entire Torah while he was standing on one foot.  Hillel replied:  “That which is hateful to you, do not do to your neighbor.  That is the entire Torah.”  He chose to express the quintessence of Judaism in an ethical aphorism dealing with relations between man and his fellow.

Throughout the generations—and particularly over the last thousand years—the sages of Judaism have attempted to shape a human being with high moral values who would, on the one hand, be able to cope with his external environment and, on the other, to wage battle with (or make peace with!) his inner urges and impulses.

Today, at the beginning of the third millennium of the Common Era, in the State of Israel, the subject of interpersonal relations is one that deeply troubles all of us.  Feelings of anger, insult, grudges and vengeance and, on the other hand, arrogance and the pursuit of honor, the worship of material values and intolerance towards others—all these create a harsh and at times violent environment.

Jewish ethical literature has involved itself with precisely these subjects for more than a thousand years.  The best minds of our people have attempted to guide the members of their own generation in the proper path, and it seems to me that it would not harm us to spend some time perusing their words.

I live among my own people, and am well aware that during the fifty-odd years of the State of Israel, as a result of certain political and cultural conflicts, a significant sector of the Israeli public has developed an almost reflexive antipathy towards anything that seems to them to be connected with religion.  But out of the wish to distance themselves from religion, many of them have also forfeited the tremendous treasure houses of Judaism, which you do not have to be religious to enjoy and to be attached to.

In this book I have tried to present, from the viewpoint of a secular person, a selection of words of wisdom and ethics that speak to my heart, thereby sharing with the reader some small portion of these riches.

The choice of materials is very subjective and represents nothing more than my own personal taste.  In the spirit of the words of Hillel the Elder, I said to myself:  “That which is beloved to you, do not withhold from or neighbor.”  

With hopes that the reader will enjoy it.







                                         —Yoram Taharlev

